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sick. We passed again, following the 
Clinton example, a balanced budget 
where we said we believed if we are 
going to have new programs, they 
should be paid for. It is called pay-go. 
We said if there are going to be cuts in 
taxes, they should be paid for. 

The Speaker followed this, and we 
now have a bill from the House that 
takes care of the patch, but it pays for 
it. Isn’t that what the American people 
want? Isn’t that the example we should 
set for them—that if we spend some 
money, we have to make provisions to 
pay for it? If you have a home and you 
suddenly decide you need something, 
such as a new refrigerator, and your 
credit card is at its maximum, then 
you cannot buy that refrigerator. 
There has to be some ability in this 
Congress to treat this body just as a 
family treats its own budget. 

The wailing and crying we are hear-
ing here is that they ‘‘find it offen-
sive’’—those were the words of my dis-
tinguished Republican colleague, Sen-
ator MCCONNELL, yesterday—to have to 
pay for these tax cuts. Well, I hope ev-
eryone understands that we are trying 
to do what is right, that we are trying 
to have the Government of the United 
States not be one that is buried in red 
ink all of the time. 

This is a $50 billion patch. Should it 
not be paid for? The answer is, obvi-
ously, yes. I hope everybody votes for 
cloture on this most important piece of 
legislation. 

CLOTURE MOTION 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, pursuant to rule 
XXII, the clerk will report the motion 
to invoke cloture. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the mo-
tion to proceed to Calendar No. 487, H.R. 
3996, the AMT tax bill. 

Harry Reid, Dick Durbin, Patty Murray, 
Max Baucus, Jay Rockefeller, Patrick 
Leahy, Daniel K. Inouye, Herb Kohl, 
Benjamin L. Cardin, Jeff Bingaman, 
Ted Kennedy, Carl Levin, B.A. Mikul-
ski, Barbara Boxer, Debbie Stabenow, 
Maria Cantwell, Bill Nelson. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call is waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the motion to 
proceed to H.R. 3996, a bill to amend 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to 
extend certain expiring provisions, and 
for other purposes, shall be brought to 
a close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from Delaware (Mr. BIDEN), 
the Senator from New York (Mrs. CLIN-
TON), the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. DODD), and the Senator from Illi-
nois (Mr. OBAMA) are necessarily ab-
sent. 

I further announce that if present 
and voting, the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. BIDEN) would vote ‘‘yea.’’ 

Mr. LOTT. The following Senators 
are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Arizona (Mr. MCCAIN) and the 
Senator from Ohio (Mr. VOINOVICH). 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there 
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote? 

The result was announced—yeas 46, 
nays 48, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 414 Leg.] 

YEAS—46 

Akaka 
Baucus 
Bayh 
Bingaman 
Boxer 
Brown 
Byrd 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Conrad 
Dorgan 
Durbin 
Feingold 
Feinstein 

Harkin 
Inouye 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Kerry 
Klobuchar 
Kohl 
Landrieu 
Lautenberg 
Leahy 
Levin 
Lieberman 
Lincoln 
McCaskill 
Menendez 
Mikulski 

Murray 
Nelson (FL) 
Nelson (NE) 
Pryor 
Reed 
Rockefeller 
Salazar 
Sanders 
Schumer 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Webb 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NAYS—48 

Alexander 
Allard 
Barrasso 
Bennett 
Bond 
Brownback 
Bunning 
Burr 
Chambliss 
Coburn 
Cochran 
Coleman 
Collins 
Corker 
Cornyn 
Craig 

Crapo 
DeMint 
Dole 
Domenici 
Ensign 
Enzi 
Graham 
Grassley 
Gregg 
Hagel 
Hatch 
Hutchison 
Inhofe 
Isakson 
Kyl 
Lott 

Lugar 
Martinez 
McConnell 
Murkowski 
Reid 
Roberts 
Sessions 
Shelby 
Smith 
Snowe 
Specter 
Stevens 
Sununu 
Thune 
Vitter 
Warner 

NOT VOTING—6 

Biden 
Clinton 

Dodd 
McCain 

Obama 
Voinovich 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
CARDIN). On this vote, the yeas are 46, 
the nays are 48. Three-fifths of the Sen-
ators duly chosen and sworn not having 
voted in the affirmative, the motion is 
rejected. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I enter a 
motion to reconsider the cloture vote. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The mo-
tion to reconsider is entered. 

f 

CONGRATULATIONS TO NEW 
REPUBLICAN LEADERS 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I have a 
unanimous consent request I am going 
to enter in just a minute, but I would 
like to say that I extend my congratu-
lations to LAMAR ALEXANDER in his re-
cent victory to be part of the Repub-
lican leadership. I respect and admire 
him. He will do a wonderful job. 

I also extend my appreciation to Mr. 
JON KYL, a Senator from Arizona, a 
neighboring State of Nevada’s, who is 
going to replace TRENT LOTT. I have ex-
pressed to Senator KYL personally—I 
haven’t had that opportunity with Sen-
ator ALEXANDER because we didn’t 
know how that vote would turn out, 
but I expressed to Senator KYL my ad-
miration and respect for him. I know 
he will do a good job for the State of 

Arizona, the country, and the Senate, 
and I look forward to working with 
both of them. 

As we often do on the Senate floor, as 
Senator KYL knows—before coming 
here he was a distinguished lawyer, and 
I spent a lot of time in the courtroom 
myself—it is totally appropriate that 
we on the Senate floor advocate for our 
constituency, for our party, and for in-
dividual Senators in the best way we 
know how. But it is also very impor-
tant that we maintain cordial relation-
ships. 

As we learned in our court experi-
ences, no matter how difficult the case 
might be, no matter how tense it might 
be arguing to a jury or to a judge, when 
that courtroom is adjourned, the attor-
neys walk out, shake hands, go have a 
sandwich, have a drink, and go on and 
prepare for the next case. And that is 
what I say to my friends, LAMAR ALEX-
ANDER and JON KYL. We are going to 
have some debates on the Senate floor. 
That is what the Senate is all about. 
Some say it is the greatest debating or-
ganization in the history of the world. 
I don’t know whether that is the case, 
but I have been involved in a few de-
bates and a few tense times on the 
floor, but I always try—and I haven’t 
always been totally successful at this— 
to put my emotions aside and walk off 
the Senate floor and try to be friends 
with those I was advocating against. 

So I say to these two fine Senators 
from the States of Tennessee and Ari-
zona, I wish them the very best in their 
new duties. 

f 

UNANIMOUS-CONSENT REQUEST— 
H.R. 3996 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate now 
proceed to consideration of the House 
AMT bill, H.R. 3996; that all after the 
enacting clause be stricken, and the 
text of Senator BAUCUS’s amendment, 
No. 3804, providing for a 1-year unpaid 
patch for AMT extension be sub-
stituted in lieu thereof; the bill be read 
a third time and passed and the motion 
to reconsider be laid upon the table. 

So for everyone here, Mr. President, 
in nonlegal words, what I have asked 
for is that we proceed in spite of how I 
would rather we do this, that we pro-
ceed to vote for AMT, a 1-year patch 
that is not paid for. I have already 
given a speech prior to the vote on the 
motion to invoke cloture how wrong I 
think this is, but I also understand how 
important it is we have the patch. This 
patch would affect people who make 
from $75,000 to $500,000 a year, the aver-
age tax of some $2,000. This tax was not 
meant to cover those people and, there-
fore, we should do the patch. I would 
rather it were paid for. 

So I am asking unanimous consent 
that we be allowed to vote on this by 
simply accepting this. There wouldn’t 
need to be a vote; no debate. If we get 
no objections to this, then the AMT 
would be patched for 1 year, and we 
would send it on to the House for their 
concurrence. 
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